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road crosses the small river Glyme, which has quite a deep valley.
The importance of the town has been due to historical rather than to
geographical causes, but it must have served as a convenient market
centre for the surrounding smaller villages, and as a place of inter-
change for the products of the two regions, the North Oxfordshire
Hills and the Oxford Clay vale. Like Abingdon, Woodstock was
left off the main line of railways, with which it was connected by a
branch line, built as late as 1890. Owing to the poor communications
the place has long remained stagnant, but signs of growth are now
beginning to appear, and Woodstock may eventually become another
dormitory of Oxford.
Conclusion.
It has been the object of this chapter to describe the geographical
setting of an area which is being rapidly changed by industrial de-
velopment and to show some of the ways in which natural conditions
have affected growth. It is not suggested that geographical factors
alone have been the cause of Oxford's recent expansion. The success
of the motor Industry must be attributed mainly to the Initiative and
ability of its founder, as the Oxford region has not got the advantages
of local supplies of power and raw materials that are enjoyed by
older industrial regions. While the doctrine of pure geographical
determinism is wholly inapplicable in the case of the location of this
new industry, it must be remembered that the Oxford region has
always had certain latent possibilities, especially a natural nodality,
that awaited man's exploitation and which is now being fully utilized.
The simple facts of the central position of Oxford in the south of
England and its short and easy routes of communication with three
great ports are probably the most significant natural advantages of
the Survey Area.